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EBSCO Public Session
Advanced Medical Searching
in the New EBSCO Interfaces
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1. Searchable fields in medical databases

2. How to use wildcards, truncation symbols and proximity 

searches

3. Building of search strategies using Clinical Queries

4. Live Demo:

• MeSH/CINAHL Headings searching

• Citing and exporting records into your favorite citation tool

5. Q&A

Todays’ Agenda
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MEDLINE Searchable Fields
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CINAHL Searchable Fields
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PsycINFO Searchable Fields
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• EBSCOhost databases that support XB:

• Academic Search (all versions)

• CINAHL (all versions)

• Medline (all versions)

• Health Business (all versions)

• SPORTDiscus (all versions)

• APA: PsycInfo, PsycBooks, PsycTherapy, PsycExtra, 

(PsycArticles and PsycTests coming in July 2025)

New searchable field XB – Title & Abstract
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• XB Display in New UI field code drop-down menu

• XB will only appear in the Field Code drop-down list when doing 

single-database searches in supported databases

• When doing multi-database search across databases that all 

support XB, then a command line search using XB will work as 

intended, but XB will not display in the field code drop down list.

• If the user types XB into a command line search of a database that 

does not have it, XB will be treated as a word instead of a Field 

Code, which will skew results. 

New searchable field XB – Title & Abstract
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• Recommendations

• When searching with XB for a phrase or a concept, it is best to 

use Proximity search mode

• Otherwise, your search could match records that have some 

words in the Title and others in the Abstract

• Another option is to use explicit Proximity operators or 

quotation marks:

• XB (foreign N3 doctors)

• XB (“foreign doctors”)

New searchable field XB – Title & Abstract
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Proximity Searching with „Near“ (N) Operator

• A way to search for two or more words that occur within a certain 

number of words from each other, regardless of the order in which 

they appear

• Written as NX, where X specifies the number of words
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Proximity Searching with „Within“ (W) Operator

• A way to search for two or more words that occur within a certain 

number of words from each other, in the order in which you entered 

them

• Written as WX, where X specifies the number of words
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• You can use wildcard and truncation symbols to create 

searches with unknown characters, multiple spellings or 

various endings:

• The asterisk (*) matches multiple characters.

• The hash sign (#) matches one optional character.

• The question mark (?) matches exactly one character.

Searching with Wildcards
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Asterisk Wildcard
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Hash Wildcard
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Question-Mark Wildcard

• Question marks at the end of words or character strings are not 

treated as wildcards. They are automatically removed from a query.
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• Wildcards can be combined in a search term. For example, 

the following searches are allowed:

Search Term Example Matches

colo#r* colorblind coloring colorings colorization colorize colorized 

  colouring colourings colourisation colourization colourize 

  colourized colourizing . . .

p#ediatric* pediatric pediatrics pediatrician pediatricians paediatric paediatrics 

 paediatrician paediatricians . . .

Combining Wildcards
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• Wildcards are not allowed as the first character in a search term.

• If there is only one leading character before a wildcard then, there 

must be at least one additional literal character within the first four 

characters:

• f#r* allowed because two literal characters are within the first four 

characters

• f??* not allowed because only one leading character within the first four 

characters

Restrictions When Using Wildcards
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• When using any wildcard in a search term, the plural or possessive 

forms and any synonyms for the word will not automatically be 

searched:

• Example: when searching for colo#r, the plural words "colors" and 

"colours" are not searched.

• Wildcards do not work with Chinese (中文), Japanese (日本語), and 

Korean (한국어) languages.

• The use of the truncation wildcard character (*) expands a term in a 

query up to a limit of 2000 expansions.

Restrictions When Using Wildcards
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• You can refine your search using specific search strategies 

designed to narrow your results in nine research areas:

MEDLINE Clinical Queries

• Therapy

• Diagnosis

• Prognosis

• Reviews

• Clinical Prediction Guides

• Qualitative

• Causation (Etiology)

• Costs

• Economics
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• Three strategies are provided for each area:

• High Sensitivity - the broadest search to include ALL relevant 

material. It may include less relevant materials.

• High Specificity - the most targeted search to include only the 

most relevant result set, may miss some relevant materials.

• Best Balance - retrieves the best balance between Sensitivity 

and Specificity.

MEDLINE Clinical Queries
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• The stop words for the EBSCOhost medical databases are as 

follows:

Stop words in medical databases

• and

• are

• as

• at

• be

• because

• been

• but

• by

• for

• however

• if

• not

• of

• on

• or

• so

• the

• there

• was

• were

• whatever

• whether

• would
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Live Demo of searching 
MeSH/CINAHL Headings
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• EBSCOhost XB Field Code - Simultaneous Title and Abstract Searches

• What are the search strategies used by the MEDLINE Clinical Queries?

• How do I create a proximity search?

• Searching with Wildcards in EDS and EBSCOhost

• What are the stop words used in EBSCOhost medical databases 

MEDLINE and CINAHL?

• Using CINAHL/MeSH Subject Headings in the new EBSCOhost Interface

• EBSCO Database Help Files

• How to Create and Manage a MyEBSCO Account

Useful Resources

https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/EBSCOhost-XB-Field-Code-Simultaneous-Title-and-Abstract-Searches?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/What-are-the-search-strategies-used-by-the-MEDLINE-Clinical-Queries?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/What-are-the-search-strategies-used-by-the-MEDLINE-Clinical-Queries?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Searching-with-Wildcards-in-EDS-and-EBSCOhost?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/What-are-the-stop-words-used-in-EBSCOhost-medical-databases-MEDLINE-and-CINAHL?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/What-are-the-stop-words-used-in-EBSCOhost-medical-databases-MEDLINE-and-CINAHL?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/CINAHL-Subject-Headings-Frequently-Asked-Questions?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/EBSCO-Database-Help-Files?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/How-to-Create-and-Manage-a-My-EBSCOhost-Account?language=en_US
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Follow us on social media
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https://www.youtube.com/@EBSCOTutorials/videos
https://www.facebook.com/EBSCOSoutheasternEurope/
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Room for your questions
tfoltinsky@ebsco.com



25 |  www.ebsco.com

Thank you for your attention
tfoltinsky@ebsco.com
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